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Oby is an economic policy expert and senior economic advisor at the 

Africa Economic Development Policy Initiative (AEDPI) in Abuja, providing 

support for government policies and advisory support to several country 

presidents and their cabinets. 

In Nigeria, she served as Minister of Minerals and later as Minister of 

Education. She served as Vice President of the World Bank based in 

Washington-DC, responsible for the Africa Region program, leading 

projects, programs, research, and economic and sectoral studies in 48 

sub-Saharan countries. 

She is also a co-founder of Transparency International and was one of 

the pioneering directors of the institution's global board based in Berlin. 

In 2012, she became a senior economic advisor at the Open Society 

Foundation in New York, aiming to build vibrant and tolerant societies 

with democratically accountable governments. 

She was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2018 and recognized as 

one of the 100 most influential people by Time magazine and one of the 

25 women of impact by the New York Times, among other awards and 

recognitions. 

 

 


